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The Word became a human being and lived here with us. 

We saw his true glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. 

From him all the kindness and all the truth of God 

    have come down to us. 

Picture from  
“One Incredible Moment” 
by Max Lucado 
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By  
Julie Ackerman 
www.odb.org 
 

Take the 
joy of 

Christmas 
with you 

every day 

The angel said, 
“Don’t be 

afraid! I have 
good news for 
you, which will 
make everyone 

happy. 
This very day 

in King David’s 
hometown a 
Saviour was 
born for you. 
He is Christ  

the Lord. 
 

Luke 2:10,11 CEV 

When Janet went to teach 
English in a school overseas, 
she found the atmosphere 
gloomy and depressing.       
People did their jobs, but no 
one seemed happy.  They 
didn't help or encourage one 
another.  But Janet, grateful 
for all that God had done for 
her, expressed it in              
everything she did.  She 
smiled.  She was friendly.  
She went out of her way to 
help people.  She hummed 
songs and hymns. 

Little by little, as Janet shared 
her joy, the atmosphere at 
the school changed.  One by 
one people began to smile 
and help each other.  When a 
visiting administrator asked 
the principal why his school 
was so different, the             
principal, who was not a         
believer, responded, “Jesus 
brings joy.”   

Janet was filled to over-
flowing with the joy of the 
Lord and it spilled over to 
those around her. 

Take the joy of Christmas 
with you every day. 

The gospel of Luke tells us 
that God sent an angel to   
ordinary shepherds to deliver 
an extraordinary birth        
announcement.  The angel 
made the surprising            
proclamation that the           
newborn baby “will cause 
great  joy for  all the people,”  
(Luke 2:10) which indeed He 
did. 

Since then this message has 
spread through the centuries 
to us, and now we are 
Christ's messengers of joy to 
the world.  Through the                   
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
we continue the practice of 
spreading the joy of Jesus as 
we follow His example and 
serve others. 

 

How might you spread the 
joy of Jesus to others today? 

Spreading Joy 
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my young self: Mom and Dad 
wanted to give these special 
gifts to me without taking 
credit. Because they loved 
me. Santa was like code for 
that wonderful truth.  So     
Santa and Jesus never felt at 
odds to me. 

So, many years later, I wrote 
the book that would                
become “Just Nicholas”.  My 
goal was to impart this same 
experience of Christmas to 
readers, backing it up and 
enriching it with historical 
fact. 

When I started to research 
Nicholas of Myra, it became 
clear that my parents had 
been on the right track all 
along.  Here was a man who 
put his relationship with              

Jesus Christ first.  In so doing, 
his heart was transformed in 
such a way that made him 
want to give freely, without 
credit.  I love that that gospel 
truth was the true foundation 
of the character of Santa. 

My sister and I both             
experienced a new clarity last 
Christmas that informed our 
decisions about how to              
celebrate and how to talk 
about Santa to our kids, our 
family, and our friends. Our 
families also each instituted 
St Nicholas Day traditions to 
more fully integrate Nicholas 
into our advent celebration.  

Financial Position 
 

OFFERTORY    Income  Budget 
 

Year To Date 31OCT17    48,701  53,400 
MTD November 2017    10,188  13,350 
TOTAL       58,889          66,750 
 
Profit/(Loss) to 31 October 2017   (4,699) 
 

 

Direct deposit account details for your Parish offertory contributions: 
BSB  067 021 
Account # 1000 6848 
Name: Riverlinks Anglican Church 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Take+the+joy+of+Christmas+with+you+every+day.&via=ourdailybread&url=https://odb.org/kgh/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Take+the+joy+of+Christmas+with+you+every+day.&via=ourdailybread&url=https://odb.org/kgh/
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My sister Tessa rarely tells 
me what to do; I’m definitely 
the bossy one in the relation-
ship. So when she said “You 
should write this book”, I 
took note.  

We had three small children 
between the two of us and 
were both grappling in our 
own ways with how to              
handle Santa Claus. We want-
ed to be open with our kids, 
but neither of us wanted to 
get rid of Santa. 

I took the route of avoidance, 
trying to not make a big deal 
about Santa Claus. I told my 
son the story of Jesus’s birth, 
but never tied in the Santa 
connection. Tessa looked for 
guidance in books about the 
origins of Santa Claus, but 
everything she found was too 
dry or too long or too                
fantastical. 

“I can’t find what we need to 
do this well,” she said. “You 
write it.”  “Fine,” I said. “You 
illustrate it.” 

I can’t speak for Tessa, but I 
don’t remember ever 
‘believing in Santa’. I never 
found out Santa wasn’t real. 
There was never a                
conversation in which our 
parents ‘told us the truth’. 

Instead, something about 
how we celebrated Christmas 
in our home allowed me to 
hold the character of Santa in 
an amiable tension with the 
Christmas story. 

When I tiptoed into the living 
room on Christmas mornings 
as a girl, some of our gifts     
under the tree were           
unwrapped, labelled with red 
tags in our parents’ hand-
writing. They didn’t explicitly 
say ‘from Santa’, but they 
also didn’t say ‘from Mom 
and Dad’ (those presents 
were wrapped in paper and 
clearly marked). When we 
gathered around the       
Christmas tree, we first read 
the nativity stories from 
Matthew and Luke and 
prayed. Then we opened 
gifts. The biggest, most          
exciting gifts - the                   
unwrapped gifts - came first. 

The message seemed clear to 

Annie Kratzsch is 
a writer and editor 

from Louisville, 
Kentucky. She is 

the creator of This 
Rare Day, a blog 
that chronicles 

and examines life 
as the parent of a 
child with a rare 

disease—both its 
beauty and     

challenges.  

Annie's first       
children's book, 
Just Nicholas, 
provides an        
engaging,            
kid-friendly          
resource for            
approaching          
the 'Santa       

conversation' 
while preserving 

the magic of 

Christmas. 

Here Comes Santa Claus 
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The one who 

plants and 

the one who 

waters have 

one purpose, 

and they    

will each be 

rewarded     

according       

to their own 

labour. 

For we are  

co-workers  

in God’s              

service;  

you are    

God’s field,  

God’s             

building.  

 

1 Corinthians 

3:8,9 NIV 

After three years and much 
interaction with families, 
Childs’ Play sadly said 
“goodbye, thankyou and we 
will miss you greatly” to     
Naomi and to the families that 

attended.  

The final day of Childs’ Play 
was party and presents time 
for Naomi and the children. 
We gave thanks to God for 
Naomi and the children. We 
give thanks to God for Naomi 
and this initiative of hers and 
pray for great blessings for 
her and her family in          

Deloraine. 

Child’s Play Wrap Party 
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It’s ten o’clock in the       
morning and Dan, like every 
other teenage boy in 
this city, is thinking about 
what he’s going to eat. 

But there’s no fridge full of 
food here. 

Last night Dan slept inside a 
plastic tunnel in a Launceston 
playground. Things aren’t 
good at home. 

Now he’s hatching a plan. 
He’s noticed this park has 
free barbecues. Dan’s mouth           
waters, thinking about what 
he could cook up on those 
grease-smeared BBQ plates. 
But he’s got no money. And 
he sure as hell isn’t going to 
ask anyone for help. 

Dan doesn’t want any               
hassles. He can take care of 
himself.  Dan pictures it in his 
head – walking across the city 
to the big supermarket,                    
picking up a meat tray.  If he 
gets away with it, he’ll have a 
good feed.  And if he doesn’t, 
he imagines he might end up 
at the Ashley  Detention   
Centre where at least there’s 
a warm bed and three meals 
a day. 

Dan’s about to commit a 
‘survival crime’. 

It’s something Anglicare sees 
regularly in our work with          
children who are homeless. 

Anglicare researcher,        
Catherine Robinson has 
spent time listening to highly 
vulnerable young Tasmanians 
talk about their life             
experiences. 

“They are amazing                 
survivors,” she said.  “These 
are kids who have so few 
possessions, that survival 
crime becomes part of daily 
life.  They come from families 
where there’s no money, 
there’s no food in the              
cupboards and, if there is, 
they make sure younger               
siblings get it first”. 

“These young people have 
great strength and                           
resilience,” said Catherine. 
“But they don’t have a lot in 
their lives to call their own. 
They’re not OK about having 
filthy clothing that stinks and 
is unfashion-able, so they’re 
easily picked on by other 
kids. They want to be like 
everyone else. They want to 
feel proud of who they are 
and what they look like”. 

Catherine said domestic       
violence was the key reason 
children took to the streets. 

Survival Skills 

❖❖❖ 

Morning praise 

will make         

your days 

❖❖❖ 

One can pay 

back the loan 

of gold, but 

one lies      

forever in debt 

to those who 

are kind 

❖❖❖ 

Praise goes 

up - blessings 

come down 

❖❖❖ 

From                
Anglicare 
Snapshot 

If you would like 
to help, contact 

Anglicare on 
1800 243 232 or 
www.anglicare-

tas.org.au 
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There is one 

body and one 

Spirit, just as 

you were called 

to one hope 

when you    

were called;  

one Lord,  

one faith,  

one baptism;  

one God and 

Father of 

all, who is over 

all and through 

all and in all. 

But to each  

one of us  

grace has been 

given as Christ 

apportioned it. 

 

Ephesians  

4:1b-7 NIV 

 

❖❖❖ 

donations of money to cover 
the project costs, helping me 
at the Drop Off Centre or    
being part of my prayer team, 
please accept my sincere 
thanks for being part of God’s 
team as we reach out to       
desperately poor children of 
the world with His love & 
hope. 

This year we collected 2914 
Christmas Shoe Boxes from 
the Launceston & Tamar 
communities. Every year I am 
amazed & humbled that we 
collect so many, in light of 
our own economic climate & 
circumstances.  I can only 
conclude that GOD continues 
to faithfully fulfil His purposes 
through us. GOD continues  
to open new doors of           
opportunity, our OCC team 
has had 2 new members join 
this year, praise the LORD 
indeed, for HIS purposes will 
always come to fruition. I am 
delighted to inform you that 
the Shoe Boxes will be        

heading to precious children 
in Thailand & Cambodia again 
this year. Please pray that 
God will see them safely      
arrive & in light of the               
implementation of the “The 
Greatest Journey”, a 12 week 
discipleship course, in            
Thailand, Cambodia, PNG & 
Fiji, & in many other         
countries around the world, 
& the statistics of children 
finishing the course being 1 
child in 3 accepting the Lord 
as their personal Saviour, we 
have great cause to Praise 
the Lord that we have 
touched so many children’s 
lives with a gift of Good News 
& Great Joy. 

Once again, thank you & I 
look forward to working & 
sharing with you all again 
next year. For who knows 
what we can achieve when 
we commit everything to 
GOD. 

God bless you all. 

Josie Ford 

Church & Community Relations 
Coordinator 
Launceston & Tamar Valley 
Operation Christmas Child 
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Well here we are again & 
Christmas is just around the 
corner. Have you been busy, 
frantic, or using this time to 
reflect on the true meaning 
of Christmas? Well hundreds 
of thousands of children 
around the world caught up 
in war, famine, natural               
disaster, poverty & disease, 
who don’t know Jesus let 
alone why we celebrate 
Christmas will have the joy of 
experiencing God’s love 
through a simple Shoe Box 
gift. More importantly they 
will have the opportunity of 
hearing & learning about              
Jesus & His amazing love for 
them. Please join me in        
regular prayer for                
Samaritan’s Purse’s National 
Partners as they deliver the 
Shoe Boxes, that                             
relationships are formed with 
the local community & the 
door is open to share the 
love of Christ as well as 
providing practical long term 
help in their communities, to 
ease the burden of living in 
poverty & provide hope for a 
brighter future. 

This is the “Power of a Simple 
Gift” which the Riverlinks 

community has embraced 
over the many years of           
involvement, & I thank you. 

This year 253 Christmas        
boxes were lovingly packed 
by the Riverlinks community, 
that is 253 children’s lives we 
have impacted for Christ’s 
sake.  253 children who will 
know that someone cares & 
is thinking of them, 253        
children’s lives changed for 
the better forever. That is 
certainly a reason to Praise 
our Lord, who gives good 
gifts to us as well, so that we 
may pass the blessings on to 
others less fortunate.  As 1 
John 3:18 says “You show 
love for others by truly         
helping them, and not merely 
by talking about it.” 

No matter what contribution 
you made, whether it was 
putting boxes together or 
buying items to go in,                

Operation Christmas Child Report 

❖❖❖ 

 

I urge you to 

live a life         

worthy of the 

calling you 

have received.  

Be completely 

humble and 

gentle; be           

patient, bearing 

with one       

another in love. 

 

Make every 

effort to keep 

the unity of the 

Spirit through 

the bond of 

peace.  
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“For some young people their 
home environment is so toxic 
and dangerous, that they    
eventually leave,” she said. 
“But because there’s           
nowhere to keep any                
possessions safe, and they’re 
constantly moving from place 
to place, they can’t have         
trinkets and the kinds of 
things our own kids’ rooms 
would be full of”. 

Mardie Blair leads a team in 
Launceston who respond to 
the needs of highly                           
vulnerable young people. 

“We go out and find these 
kids,” she said. “Then we 
offer help with the basics. 
Often they haven’t eaten or 
washed for days,” said 
Mardie. “Sometimes they’ve 
found themselves in            
situations where people are 
using them. 12 and 13 year 
old girls having sex with adult 
men to put food in their                    
bellies and a roof over their 
head”. 

Mardie said ‘survival crimes’ 
were common. “We often see 
young people,                                      
particularly girls, who have 
been caught stealing for their 
own needs – things like            
deodorant and personal             
hygiene products,” she said. 

“But you have to build a                

relationship with these young 
people before they’ll disclose 
to you what they’ve been 
stealing and why,” she said. 
“We tell them – you don’t 
need to steal anymore. Tell 
us what you need and we’ll 
get it for you. We give out 
food, blankets, pillows, socks, 
underpants…these are kids 
who come to us with                   
nothing”. 

Once young people’s basic 
needs are met, Anglicare           
supports young people to    
safely reconnect with family 
members, education, health 
care and the community.  

 

“Usually these young people 
don’t want a bar of us at the 
start,” said Mardie. “Adults 
have let them down in the 
past by not doing what they        
promised they’d do. They’ve 
been hurt”. 

“But we don’t give up on 
these young people. No 
way”. 

❖❖❖ 

Most people 

wish to serve 

God, but only  

in an advisory 

capacity 

❖❖❖ 

Prayer is the 

key of the day 

and the lock    

of the night 

❖❖❖ 

Our best      

attitude is               

gratitude 

❖❖❖ 

Sunny spirits 

make even           

the darkest 

skies shine 

❖❖❖ 

The key to 

heaven was 

hung on a nail 

❖❖❖ 
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continued 
from              

previous 
page 

Christmas 
Appeal 

2017 

 

"I see    
children 

who have 
given up on 
Christmas 

… but I 
won't give 

up on 
them." 

 
an urgent need for supported 
accommodation for older 
children and young people. 
“There are clearly                    
opportunities to provide 
more practical assistance for 
these children and top of the 
list is a safe place,” said    
Catherine Robinson. “These 
young people have                             
experienced early childhood 
trauma and, in older         
childhood when they have 
enough capacity to leave 
home, they lose their               
childhood and access to                  
safety, nutrition, education, 
care and love”. 

“These are kids taking on 
adult responsibilities. They 
are extraordinary,” she said. 
“Anglicare steps in to provide 
a safe holding point of care, 
love and very practical         
life-skills and assistance. But 
we need support to do this”. 

“The community can also 
play a role in helping to                 
educate family and friends 
about the key issues that face 
vulnerable children”. 

Christmas Appeal 2017 

These are real comments 
from Tasmanian children: 

"Christmas? Who cares? It's just 
another messed up day." 

"Last Christmas I was by myself 
because none of my family   
wanted to be with me." 

“I hate Christmas. It's a day for 
everyone to get drunk and fight.” 

The vulnerable young people 
we meet have learned from 
experience not to expect 
good things from anyone 
else. Other people hurt you. 
These children need more 
than words. 

Anglicare helps with basics 
like shelter, food and clean 
clothes. 

But there's no quick fix for a 
child recovering from trauma. 
Children need long-term, 
consistent, caring relation-
ships. At Anglicare, we              
believe no child should be 
put in the 'too hard' basket. 
We're determined to show 
hurting children that the 
world is not all bad. 

We want all Tasmanian                   
children to look forward to 
Christmas...and to know that 
joy, peace, hope and love are 
more than words. 

Donate now to Anglicare's 
Christmas Appeal 2017 - call 
us on 1800 243 232 to make 
a donation over the phone, 
visit www.anglicare.org.au or 
donations can be made at 
any Anglicare office. 
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Buy now from the Parish office 

by cash, cheque or credit card.  

Cards priced from $5 
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GET INVOLVED IN CARING FOR                      
EX-OFFENDERS 

The reconviction rate within a year of release can be as 
high as 76% The re-offending rate amongst those we 

have supported is below 18% 
Caring For Ex-Offenders’ vision is to reduce reoffending by 
reintegrating ex-offenders into society through the local 
church.  

7 

St David’s again hosted a 
community info session for 
Seniors Week. 

This year Lyndon Ferguson 
spoke about the work of      
Ambulance Tasmania, and 
gave some tips on when to 
call and what to do while you 
wait. 

Lindy Bailey also brought 
some Riverside Primary 
School students to visit and 
entertain us in dance & song. 

Seniors Week 

I will still be  
the same     

when you are 
old and gray, 
and I will take 
care of you. 

I created you.   
I will carry you 

and always 
keep you safe.  

 
Isaiah 46:4 CEV 
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*Speak to your local Home Group leader about finishing dates for 2017 & starting dates in 2018* 

The deadline for the Christmas Newsletter edition is 15th December 

December 2017 

8th  

Fri 
Fellowship Night – 6:00pm at George Town 

9th 

Sat 

Tamar FM Community Market – 9:00am             
at Graham Fairless Centre, George Town 

Launceston Clarinet Choir Concert – 5:00pm          
at St Matthias Church, Windermere 

10th 

Sun 
Traditional Carol Singing  – 2:30pm                             
at St Paul’s By The Sea Low Head, 

11th 
Mon 

Cadorna – 2:00pm 

12th 
Tue 

 

13th 
Wed 

 

14th 
Thur 

Crafty Circle – 10:00am at St David’s 

Parish Council meeting – 7:30pm 

15th 
Fri 

Fellowship Night – 6:00pm at George Town 

16th 
Sat 

 

17th 
Sun 

Messy Church Games & Fun Night                                  
– 4:30pm  at St Aidan’s 

Traditional Christmas Carols & Singalong                 
– 7:00pm at St MM’s George Town 

18th 
Mon 

 

19th 
Tue 

Usual Unusual Christmas Service – 7:00pm              
at St MM’s George Town 

December 2017 

1st 
Fri 

(each Friday)                                                               

*KYB Study Group – 10:00am                                    
at Baptist Church George Town                                                    

Good News Club – 3:30pmat St David’s Riverside    

Youth Group – 5:00pm at St John’s Launceston  

2nd 

Sat 

Women’s Breakfast – 8:00am                                        
at St John’s Launceston 

George Town Christmas Parade – 6:00pm              
& George Town Carols By Candlelight – 7:30pm    
in Regent Square (Graham Fairless if wet/windy) 

A Tasmanian Night of Worship – 7:00pm                      
at St Aidan’s East Launceston 

3rd 
Sun 

Doing Life Together Family Fun Day – 11:30am 
at Lagoon Beach, Low Head  

Messy Christmas – 4:30pm  at St Aidan’s 

4th 
Mon 

 

5th 
Tue 

(each Tuesday)                                                              

Prayer Group – 1:00pm at St MM G/Town  

*Home & Study Groups                                                
– 1:30pm at Collings’ home                                                  
– 1:45pm  at Igglesden’s home                                
– 7:30pm  at Booth’s home                                      
– 7:30pm  at Pedley’s home                                    
– 7:30pm  Stanford’s group at St Aidan’s 

6th 
Wed 

(each Wednesday)                                                      

Healing Service – 10:00am at St Oswald’s                                
Prayer Gathering – 12:00pm at St Oswald’s 

Men’s Shed – 1:00pm to 4:00pm in Riverside 

*Home & Study Groups                                             
– 7:30pm  at Stott’s home 

7th 
Thur 

(each Thursday)                                                              

mainly music – 10:00am at St Aidan’s 

MST & PC Christmas Dinner – 7:30pm                        
at Grays Heritage Hotel, George Town 

Riverlinks  
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December 2017 

20th 
Wed 

Ainslie Service – 2:15pm 

21st 
Thur 

Regis Aged Care Legana – 10:45am 

22nd 
Fri 

*** PARISH OFFICE CLOSES *** 

 

23rd 
Sat 

 

24th 
Sun 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Christ Church Low Head – 9:00am  
St Aidan’s East Launceston – 10:00am  
St Mary Magdalene’s George Town – 10:30am 
St Alban’s Pipers River – 7:00pm  
St Oswald’s Trevallyn – 9:00pm 

25th 
Mon 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
St Mary Magdalene’s George Town – 8:00am 
Christ Church Low Head – 9:00am  
St David’s Riverside – 9:00am  

26th 
Tue 

 

27th 
Wed 

 

28th 

Thur 
 

29th 

Fri 
 

30th 

Sat 
 

31st 
Sun 

 

January and other dates 2018 

7th-14th January 
2018 

Faith & The Arts Summer School                   
at Poatina 

11th-14th January 
2018 

CMS SummerView                                        
at Camp Banksia Port Sorell 

  

  

Calendar  

Service Times For Worship Centres 

East Launceston 

3rd  
10:00 am 

4:30 pm 

Morning Prayer 

Messy Church 

10th 10:00 am Communion 

17th  10:00 am All In Service 

24th  10:00 am Communion 

31st 10:00 am Communion  

George Town  

3rd  
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Pipers River       Communion 

George Town   Communion 

10th 
9:00 am 

10:30 am 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Communion 

17th  

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

7:00 pm 

Pipers River        Morning Prayer 

George Town    Communion 

George Town   Traditional Carols 

19th 7:00 pm George Town   Usual Unusual 

24th  

9:00 am 

10:30 am 

7:00 pm 

Low Head         Communion 

George Town   Communion 

Pipers River        Communion 

25th 
8:00 am 

9:00 am 

George Town   Communion 

Low Head         Communion 

31st 10:30 am George Town   Communion 

Riverside & Trevallyn 

3rd  10:00 am Riverside            Communion 

10th 10:00 am Riverside            Praise & Worship 

17th  10:00 am Riverside            Communion 

24th  9:00 pm Trevallyn            Christmas Worship 

25th 9:00 am Riverside            Communion 

31st 10:00 am Riverside            Praise & Worship 

Each 

Wed 
10:00am St Oswald’s Healing Service & HC 

Peace Haven 

10th 10:30 am   Morning Prayer 

17th  10:30 am   Holy Communion 

24th  7:00 pm Christmas Carol Service 

Please send articles, comments, information & photos to the Parish Office                        

399 West Tamar Hwy, Riverside - 6324 0039 office@riverlinks.net.au 


